
 

 

PLANE CRASH IN 

PAVILION 

TOWNSHIP 

July 28, 1978. In thick fog 

a North Central Airline 

passenger plane lost 

power and crashed into a 

cornfield owned by the 

Smith family. The 

accident happened soon 

after take off on a flight 

headed to Detroit. The 

field was just off 25th St. 

According to witnesses, 

the Smith’s were unaware 

a plane had crashed until 

people started walking out 

of the cornfield. There 

were multiple injuries, but 

no fatalities. Apparently 

the pilot never flew a 

plane again. 

The incident made 

national news on that day. 

Smith family decendants 

still retain pieces of the 

wreckage and vivid 

memories about that day 

in 1978. 


